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AN ACT
To amend the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, so

as to prohibit interference with the broadcasting of noncom-

mercial cultural or educational programs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 Th th e mmauficAtins A et of 4934, as amen ded i

4 amended y iatrsecting, aftei seetion 929 of sueh A*et a new

5 seetiof felloews-

6 "S~e. 33:0. It sha be .i.il.awf foe r ey ea- of n

7 person ...epeseit ng ea rgalzei e e g p to intefere

8 with-, intimidate t ay pesen ( peroses hifider , teort- delay,

9 pro-e-eet, e- eensp - w-4 eonpther persons fe* the purpose of

10 hindering delayiig, intei4rfeig with, er stopping the pGodte-



2

1. tn o i sion. by. means of ay radio station eof a.y

2 non.JommefciaL L'ataieLof eulturalJ prfLograaitm pesen-:te4 b
3 anLy aeademiealy aee.edited an ta. E eiempt ed.eatie na4 in-

4 stitution, prepafed fandl plane fe* presentation -by *Adiie\

, ift the -pe-eees f k-6g transmitted- b radio slftans, an4 it

6 sha likewise be unnhl -wf l foay pe-son as fb pft of a

7 ggep er eorganieation toe threaten o intimidtce any othe*

8 per*sn fo ' the paTose of LeLe'tig by .group. aetient the

9 Opeffitio ef Rify bFgt ataeStiong Sle -WhilePepaif for

10 eo ffte opemation oef broadeastti ng srnoeh om e ferial ed*-

11 eationa o eultu-al progfff-s, unless s -itef.fe ..ee,. Wol-

12 Stoppage7 of group aetion is pa*t of a generc aetion fo*f other

13 prposes , ad is of gene.a4 a.n boade e nat. ..e r* puripose

14 tha te epr.-eet oe intei4erre with theastg e

15 fioneommercial cducational anil uturat el g : @>j 7

16 That sue h dio station ef stations hate agree to broadeast

17 sne p-eh pogIis nd that e no5*aieeO7 montey, of ofte* eaf blc e

18 eeietin irs ieet o eetly paif of p.emie t.7, -

19 oF ehage4 oe aeeepted by s...h station from any person foe

20 breaflstn0o agreeng to 1oadeast so p rogirafLm and o e

21 seriee, mone y, er othe* valuable eonside-ation is dirkeetly f

22 ind+L.y p* 4d0 2ofpomised vto-..eaz, 'gedof eweepted by the

23 persons p-edueieg of p.artieipating i± st.h pfogr ffom.

24 such srtation 0 fr.om aBy eommereial spenso-. fo se-i.ees

25 rendered in produeing er partieipating .i. suc pr*ogam.



21 "& eense', DEF.LINtITION o ,

2 r ..e spi.ie', fe~ We p...e.e of X seeion sh.el

3 mean e o pla w * others,- o Wed ffeetings fei he pufposet

4 ef planinig, .t ieoii athe result of ea plal eff puf-

5 pese sue t u ifted stoppage oef woxk t a rtadio plafti eF

6 teaw4ttie Vthe Commu nication itfee f eebys aeti eofby

7 wfod ef th to inftduee aetioenioif the purpose eof ite-

8 frefeee."

9 That title V of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended,

10 is amended by inserting after section 505 thereof the following

11 new section:

12 "COERCIVE PRACTICES AFFECTING BROADCASTING

13 "SEC. 506. (a) It shall be unlawful, by the use or

14 express or implied threat of the use of force, violence, in-

15 timidation, or duress, or by the use or express or implied

16 threat of the use of other means, to coerce, compel or con-

17 strain or attempt to coerce, compel, or constrain a licensee-

18 "(1) to employ or agree to employ, in connection

19 with the conduct of the broadcasting business of such

20 licensee, any person or persons in excess of the number

21 of employees needed by such licensee to perform actual

22 services; or

23 "(2) to pay or give or agree to pay or give any

24 money or other thing of value in lieu of giving, or on

25 account of failure to give, employment to any person or



4

1 persons, in connection with the conduct of the broad-

2 casting business of such licensee, in excess of the number

3 of employees needed by such licensee to perform actual

4 services; or

5 "(3) to pay or agree to pay more than once for

6 services performed in connection with the conduct of the

7 broadcasting business of such licensee; or

8 "(4) to pay or give or agree to pay or give any

9 money or other thing of value for services, in connec-

10 tion with the conduct of the broadcasting business of such

11 licensee, which are not to be performed; or

12 "(5) to refrain, or agree to refrain, from broadcast-

13 ing or from permitting the broadcasting of a noncom-

14 mercial educational or cultural program in connection

15 with which the participants receive no money or other

16 thing of value for their services, other than their actual

17 expenses, and such licensee neither pays nor gives any

18 money or other thing of value for the privilege of broad-

19 casting such program nor receives any money or other

20 thing of value on account of the broadcasting of such

21- program; or

22 "'(6) to refrain, or agree to refrain, from broad-

2-3 . casting or permitting the broadcasting of any radio com-

24 munication originating outside the United States.

25 "'(b) It shall be unlawful, by the use or express or



1 implied threat of the .use of force, violence; intimidation

.2 or duress, or by the use or .express or implied threat of

3 the use of other means, to coerce, compel or constrain or

4 attempt to coerce, compel or constrain a licensee or any

5 other person- .

6 "(1) to pay or agree. to. pay tribute for the privi-

7 lege of, or on account of, producing, .preparing, manu-

8 facturing, selling, buying, renting, operating, using, or
9 maintaining recordings, transcriptions, or mechanical,

10 chemical,, or electrical reproductions, or any other

11 articles, equipment, machines, or materials, used or in-

12 tended to be used in broadcasting or in the production,
13 preparation, performance, or presentation of a program

14 or programs for broadcasting; or

15 "(2) to accede to or impose any restriction upon
16 such production, preparation, manufacture, sale, pur-

17 chase, rental, operation, use, or maintenance, if such

18 restriction is for. the purpose of preventing or limiting

19 the use of such articles, equipment, machines, or ma-
20- terials.in broadcasting or in the production, prepara-

21 tion, performance, or presentation of a program or

22 programs for broadcasting; or

23 
' "(3) to pay or agree to pay tribute-on account

24,':!'; of the broadcasting, by means of recordings or tran-
25 scriptions, of a program previously broadcast, payment'



I having been made, or agreed to be made, for the serv-

2 ices actually rendered in the performance of such

3 program.

4 "(c) The provisions' of subsection (a) or (b) of this

5 section shall not be held to make unlawful the enforcement

6 or attempted enforcement, by means lawfully employed, of

7 any contract right or legal obligation.

8 "(d;) Whoever willfully violates any provisions of sub-.

9 section (a) or (b) of this section shall, upon conviction there-

10 of, be punished' by imprisonment for not more than one year

11 or by a fine of' not more. than $1,000, or both.

12 "(e) As used in this section the term 'licensee' in-

13 cludes the owner or owners, and the person or persons

14 having control or management, of the radio station in respect

15 of which a station license was granted."

Amend the title so as to read.: "An Act to amend title

V of the Communications Act of 1934 so as to prohibit

certain coercive practices affecting radio broadcasting."

Passed the Senate February 1, 1945.

Attest: LESLIE L. BIFFLE,
Acting Secretary.

Passed the House of Representatives with amendments

February 21, 1946.

. rAtt§it: SOUTTIh TRIMBLE,
Clerk.
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